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schoolchildren all across the country out rais-
ing a dollar to send to the children of Afghan-
istan. We’ve got boys and girls from all reli-
gions and all walks of life who have heard
the call to love a neighbor just as they’d like
to be loved themselves.

The evildoers have struck our Nation, but
out of evil comes good. We are a good, kind-
hearted, decent people, and we’re showing
the world just that in our compassion and
our resolve.

And one thing I fully understand is that
when American forces answer the call of
duty, they count on their families for support
and encouragement. Every deployment
brings uncertainty, and I know every deploy-
ment brings worry and concern. Our military
is made up of brave men and women, and
brave families, as well.

Recently, a 4-year-old son of a cargo spe-
cialist said goodbye to his dad here at Travis.
And according to his mom, the boy has been
telling the neighbors that ‘‘Daddy is saving
the world.’’

The boy is right. The boy is right. The fu-
ture of the world is at stake. Freedom is at
stake. But I want to tell that boy his daddy
has got plenty of help. There are a lot of
people like his daddy fighting this war. We
fight it overseas, and we fight it at home,
as well.

We must be steadfast. We must be re-
solved. We must not let the terrorists cause
our Nation to stop traveling, to stop buying,
to stop living ordinary lives. We can be alert,
and we will be alert, but we must show them
that they cannot terrorize the greatest Nation
on the face of the Earth. And we won’t. We
will not be terrorized. We will not be cowed.

We’ve got a homeland security that’s
strong. I want to tell the moms and dads here
that we’re doing everything we can to find
them and disrupt them and stop them, if they
happen to try to strike on American soil.
We’re strong at home. We’re active at home.
But make no mistake about it; the best home-
land defense is to find them and bring them
to justice, and that’s exactly what our Nation
will do.

Now that they got the plane fueled up,
I’m heading over to China. Of course, we’ll
talk about economics and trade. But the main
thing that will be on my mind is to continue

to rally the world against terrorists; is to re-
mind people that it happened to us, sure,
but it could happen to them, as well; is to
remind them that evil knows no borders, no
boundaries, and to remind them that we
must take a stand; that those of us who have
been given the responsibility of high office
must not shirk from our duty; that now is
the time to claim freedom for future genera-
tions.

The people have struck us. They’ve tested
our mettle and tested our character. But they
are going to find that this Nation understands
we’ve reached a pivotal moment in history,
where we will plant our flag on the ground,
a flag that stands for freedom, and say to any-
body who wants to harm us or our friends
or allies, ‘‘You will pay a serious price, be-
cause we’re a nation that is strong and re-
solved and united.’’

You all are here to serve your country, and
your country is grateful. You have confidence
in America. But make no mistake about it;
America has confidence in you.

Thank you all for such a warm greeting.
May God bless. May God bless the men and
women who wear our uniform. May God pro-
tect this great land. And may God bless
America. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. on the
ramp of the base’s flight line. In his remarks, he
referred to Brig. Gen. (s) David Lefforge, USAF,
commander, 60th Air Mobility Wing; Maj. Gen.
John Becker, USAF, commander, 15th Air Force;
and Col. James Rubeor, USAF, commander,
349th Air Mobility Wing.

Statement on Russia’s Decision To
Close a Military Intelligence Facility
in Lourdes, Cuba
October 17, 2001

I welcome President Putin’s announce-
ment today that Russia will close its military
intelligence-gathering facility in Lourdes,
Cuba. This decision is another indication that
the cold war is over. President Putin under-
stands that Russia and America are no longer
adversaries; we do not judge our successes
by how much it complicates life for the other
country. Instead, both nations are taking
down relics of the cold war and building a
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new, cooperative, and transparent relation-
ship for the 21st century.

I look forward to meeting with President
Putin in Shanghai on Sunday, where we will
work to deepen the Russian-American part-
nership.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Requesting Further
Assistance to the Victims of the
September 11 Terrorist Attacks
October 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, I ask the Congress to con-
sider expeditiously the enclosed proposals,
totaling $20 billion, to enable the Govern-
ment to continue to provide assistance to the
victims of the September 11th attacks and
to deal with the consequences of the attacks.

Public Law 107–38—legislation crafted
and enacted with strong bipartisan coopera-
tion—provided a total of $40 billion in emer-
gency funding to the Emergency Response
Fund. The $40 billion in emergency expenses
enacted in Public Law 107–38 was provided
to assist victims of the attacks and to deal
with other consequences of the attacks, in-
cluding the costs of: (1) providing Federal,
State, and local preparedness for mitigating
and responding to the attacks; (2) providing
support to counter, investigate, or prosecute
domestic or international terrorism; (3) pro-
viding increased transportation security; (4)
repairing public facilities and transportation
systems damaged by the attacks; and (5) sup-
porting national security.

As required by Public Law 107–38, on
September 18th, I designated the entire $40
billion as an emergency funding require-
ment. Today, I hereby request and designate
these individual proposals as emergency
funding requirements pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended. In addition, I hereby designate the
funds in or credited to the Defense Coopera-
tion Account during FY 2002 as emergency

requirements pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of such Act.

I am proud that we have continued to work
together with such bipartisan spirit in the
weeks following the despicable attacks on our
Nation. Since final estimates of the total re-
sources needed to address the consequences
of this tragedy will not be known for months
to come, I urge the Congress to enact—with-
out delay—these specific requests that ad-
dress immediate, near-term needs and that
represent currently defined and certain re-
quirements.

My Administration does not intend to seek
additional supplemental funding for either
domestic or defense needs for the remainder
of this session of Congress. If further require-
ments become clear, we will work with the
Congress to address additional needs in the
Second Session of the 107th Congress. In ad-
dition, we will assess the manner in which
our FY 2003 Budget will address further
needs as they relate to the September 11th
terrorist attacks.

The details of these actions are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter. The Office
of the Press Secretary also made available the text
of Office of Management and Budget Director
Mitch Daniels’ letter.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Proposed
‘‘Freedom to Manage Act of 2001’’
October 17, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit for immediate

consideration and prompt enactment the
‘‘Freedom to Manage Act of 2001.’’ This leg-
islative proposal would establish a procedure
under which the Congress can act quickly
and decisively to remove those structural bar-
riers to efficient management imposed by
law and identified by my Administration.
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